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New Delhi: Over 2.18 lakh
candidates have registered
for the Common Adniission
Test 2015, markinga six-year
high,though itisstill way be-
hind its all-time record of
2.76 registrations in 2008.

The last date for registra-
tion of the entrance test to
premier management insti-
tutes and top B-schools was
on September25and the com-
puter-based test will be con-
ducted on November 29, 2015.

This year two significant
changes have been brought
to the exam- introduction of
non-MCQtypequestionsang
availability of on-screen cal-
culator. CAT 2015 will also be
a three hour test and will be
conducted at 650 centies
across 136 cities, up trom 99
centresin2014.

CAT has seen a shrap de-
cline from its all time high of
2.76 lakh in 2008 to 2.42 lakh in
20309, followed by 2.04 in 2010.
2014 saw oneof the lowest reg-
istrationsinrecenttimeswith
only 1.89 lakh candidates, of
which around 21,600 candi-
datesdidn’t come for the test.

“It is unlikely that CAT
will replicate its 2008 nupt-
bersagain very soon. The test
has stabilized since it moved
on from pen-paper mode to
comptter based and barring
2014, the number of registra-
tions has been consistent
since 2010. Though there has
been an increase tnis vear,
one has to keep in miid that
the number of actual 1est
takers comes down signifi-
cantly. One of the reasouns for
thisincrease could be the pos-
itive business environment
in the country providing a !
general optimism among the
aspirants,” said ‘Deskshient
Selirawatof MBA Gura.

““The healthy placements
at the IIMs this year could be
areason behind the zpurt in
registrations. The cecond be-
ing the increase in the num-
ber of examination conters,
making the test more acees-
sible. The third factor has
been the long registration
window which was {cllowed
by an extension of five days
which netted an additionui
35,000 candidates. However,
the aspirants can expect stift
competition on account of
this increase and would need
torev up their preparation to
counter the increased num- l
ver of vest takers, sl Sl
Lumar,director TIME Delhl. |



